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The concept of the American Dream is presented in Horatio Alger's Ragged Dick, and this enables us to understand the social, political, economic and cultural lifestyles that the Native Americans, as well as the immigrants, wanted to achieve in the late 1800's.Ragged Dick is the main character in the story, and he is presented as the true embodiment of the American dream. His name symbolizes suffering and poverty, and this is made vivid through the use of the word "ragged." In the late 1800's, the American Dream was viewed as a pathway to social, economic and political freedom and breakthrough, opportunities, equality, progress, and democracy. As evident, achieving the American Dream in the late 1880's required effort and it was not a mere overnight task. Alger's Ragged Dick relies on the protagonist "Dick" in portraying connections, effective interpersonal relationships, hard work determination, perseverance and morality as the essential values in the achievement of the American Dream in the late 1880's.
In "Ragged Dick" Alger hints that personal and interpersonal values are very fundamental to the achievement of the American Dream. As evident, values were vital in achieving the dream in the late 1880's and the same case applies in current America. The author starts the description of Dick right from 14 years old; we see his growth, his lifestyle while repairing and polishing shoes at the streets of New York to the time he is hired as a clerk in Richard Hunter's Office. The primary assertion is that Dick had to work tirelessly in scaling the heights of social and economic ladder which presented him as a member of the middle-class citizens in the USA. In other words, his achievements depict Dick as an ideal representative of a character who achieved the American dream during that era.
Dick is portrayed as a moral character and a person who can create sustainable personal and interpersonal relationships, and this brings the idea of connection in achieving the American Dream. There is an assertion that Dick relied on his morality, courage, honesty, accountability, and discipline to built sustainable relationships with himself, fellow bootblacks as well as members of the upper class. These relationships are based on morality as a fundamental value and also, act as a stepping stone to his achievement of the American Dream. In one passage, Mr. Whitney says "I may be rash in trusting a boy of whom I know nothing about, but I like your looks" (Alger 23).This statement presents the assertion that Dick could be trusted and due to this, it was possible for him to interact with upper-class men who uplifted him in the social and economic classes and subsequent achievement of the American Dream.
Despite the fact that Dick wore ragged clothes and looked pathetic, Whitney focused on his inner values such as accountability and honesty and not his physical aspects. Before Whitney put Dick under control of his nephew, he told him "your future position depends upon yourself" (Alger79).The word "position" in this case refers to the American Dream. Mr. Grayson trusted Dick, and this was evident when he (Dick) visited him to give him the change after his shoe polishing assignment. 
Grayson said, "I could do anything to help "(Alger 102).This passage shows that Dick's moral values were very central in getting the necessary assistance. As evident, Dick was accountable, trustworthy and honest and due to this, he was able to attract people of upper class to his life; create sustainable interpersonal relationship and connections which later aided him in achieving the American Dream. The upper-classmen who assisted Dick were also motivated by his moral courage and his ability to distinguish between right and wrong, good and bad. In another instance, Alger states that "Dick was determined never to steal or do anything wrong and dishonorable (Alger 39).
Dick is also portrayed as a hardworking and a resilient character who underscores the relevance of work ethics. Alger argued that energy, as well as industry, are core requirements for all people to thrive in the boot-blacking business and as apparent, Dick possessed all these traits. Alger states that "Dick was an energetic and an industrious character" (Alger 6).As evident, these traits enabled him to thrive in business, and it is reported that he earned three times more than his counterparts such as Johnny. 
It is apparent that the story was set at a time when Labour unions and regulations had not been instituted, and as Alger argues, a person's personal values were the most important aspects for pushing him or her to a higher social and economic level. The zeal to achieve upward mobility is very evident for Dick, and as Alger asserted, all enterprise or businesses required energetic undertaking, hard work as well as resilience. Also, there is the argument that all labor must be respected and also, people should not be ashamed when they are doing legitimate and honest businesses.
To sum up, it is apparent that Alger uses Ragged Dick as his primary protagonist and describes his values in an array of sentences and passages to elaborate the necessities towards the achievement of the American Dream. Dick was a morally upright character and depicted qualities such as honesty, accountability, and these enabled him to get rewards such as jobs from members of the upper class. His achievement can also be attributed to his relentlessness and hard work, and as such, it is evident that values enabled him to achieve the American Dream. The same values exhibited by Dick in the 1880's are also necessary for people who want to achieve the American Dream in modern America.
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